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A note from Rev. Thom Lamb...
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with 
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”
 Colossians 3:12-14 (NRSV)

The clothing we wear often betrays something about who we really are.  Some years ago, when I was a fresh associate out of semi-
nary, a man in our congregation took note of my somewhat underwhelming wardrobe.  In a wonderfully passive aggressive way, he 
left several catalogues of appropriate clothing for me.  I had enough money to pay my student loans, food and rent.  The last thing 
I had money for was “appropriate clothing.”  But he went around behind my back and got several people to send me the message, 
“clothes make the man.”  My colleague commented, “get used to it, but be yourself.”   My appropriate wardrobe at that time was a 
slightly worn suit, a few ties and a sport coat.  How many times have we judged someone on their appearance, only to find out we 
could not be more wrong?   

When I first arrived in Temple, I was a regular at the local laundromat as my washer and dryer are still in Ohio.  Most of us were 
garbed in what I refer to as “laundry day attire.”  By no means, our best, and quite possibly the clothing we have put off wearing, the 
stuff at the bottom of the drawer.  It would be easy to make judgments based on what we were wearing.  

As I waited between the washing and the drying cycles, I could not help but watch the interesting and unique interactions that were 
taking place.  The couple talking a little too loudly, one man with a sullen and forlorn look on his face, another man washing his 
work uniforms, an older woman, dressed to the nines, gently folding her laundry.  But I was touched deeply by one scene.   A young 
mom dressed quite shabbily entered the Laundromat with her two little ones in tow prepared to tackle a mountain of laundry.  I 
watched as she was exceedingly patient with her children, offering kind words, gentle touches.  It was a compelling scene.  When 
they began to act up a bit, as young ones will, she paused to sit with them, playfully engaging them.  After all was in the wash, she 
sat with them, pulled a book, and a couple of sippy cups from her tattered bag and began to read to them.  They snuggled in close.  
I was moved.  She was wearing an altogether different kind of clothing.  

The clothing that this young mom was wearing was like that described by Paul in his letter to the Colossians.  She had put on the 
garb of compassion, kindness, meekness and patience and love.  These articles of clothing conveyed a deep sense of God’s grace.   I 
could not help but see that the spiritual clothing we choose to wear can be a reflection of our inner turmoil, or it can be a reflection 
of the love of Jesus Christ.  

I like that Paul used the metaphor of clothing.  It is something we choose to wear.  It is something that we take on for ourselves.  
The love that we feel deep in our hearts rises to the surface in the way we treat others, in the way we respond to each other and 
in the way that we live.  The young mom in the Laundromat reminded me that this spiritual clothing is the most vital witness we 
can make to the profound love of Jesus Christ.   As we Journey through the season of Lent, perhaps we should all consider this spir-
itual wardrobe.  It may be the only taste of grace those we encounter today may experience.  Now that is an outfit worth careful 
consideration!  A kind word to the checkout clerk at the grocery store, lending a hand to someone in need, a smile, an unsolicited 
compliment, are outward signs of that inner clothing.

It is fitting that Paul concludes this little section by proclaiming in verse 17: “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”   This is a call for us to consider our spiritual wardrobe!  

DEACONS by Linda Beall
In the Presbyterian “Book of Order” it states that: “The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, 
and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, 
those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress.  Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry.” Does this sound like you?  
Or perhaps who you would like to become?  I say this because the ministry of the deacons is all about personal growth, and the  
experience of helping others and the church move forward will help you develop in ways you can only imagine.  
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CH I LDR EN ’ S  M INISTRY
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - GRADES KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE
This Lent what would it be like to set aside 15 minutes once each 
week to gather intentionally with your children and family to:
1. Read a passage from Psalms. 
2. Do an activity that responds to the passage. 
3. Pray together.
What wondrous things could God do in this 15 minutes of sacred 
time?  

Lent at Home in Community is a six-session resource for your home 
to use during Lent. The sessions, written for all ages, can be done 
by individuals or with others within the same home. 
You may do one, some, or all the sessions. Choose a Lent at Home 
day for each session, preferably the same day each week. All supplies should be readily available 
in your home. Multiple activity options are given to make this as easy as possible! 

This easy to use and family friendly Lenten family resource will be available to view or  
download from the Children’s Ministry page on our website during Lent.  

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am 
online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web 
page:https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry .
We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the 
scripture of the day!  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
Thank you to Rev. Thom Lamb for his presentation of “Lamenting Life,” the fifth lesson in this 
year’s study. For any who missed its debut this last one, it is still available online and is not to 
be missed. The Book of Job is the focal point of the lesson, and its ancient text (quite possibly 
the oldest in our Bible) speaks a message of faith triumphant against incredible odds. Now, in an 
equally timely and timeless manner, our March lesson calls us to gather as we lament the trials 
and dangers that our local community is currently facing - not to lament just by complaining, but 
by asking God to help us remain strong in our faith, and also to guide us to take active roles in 
remedying our community’s current situations.  Presented by Rev. Eric Peterson, our Associate 
Pastor, the lesson as yet does not have an official debut date, so watch for it in upcoming Weekly 
Messenger emails and also during Sunday services. These Bible lessons are not just for members 
of our study groups - they are for everyone!

I N  M E M O RY O F  J A N E  A N N  S AW Y E R
Jane Ann was a real faithful light and many of us have fond memories of her presence at Grace.  
She was an usher at the early worship service notably leaning on her cane as she joyfully wel-
comed us to worship.  Jane Ann was always present for the preparations for Feed My Sheep.  
Active in the PEO, she was a friend to so many.  In the absence of a memorial service (her wish-
es), if you would like to send a note of consolation or sympathy to Jane Ann Sawyer’s Family It 
would be appreciated.

Jane Ann’s Daughter Carole Bolin    Jane Ann’s Daughter-in-law,  Elise Sawyer  
5604 Star Flower Dr   Haslett, MI  48915  2512 Beall St   Houston, TX 77008 
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M a r c h  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s
IT’S YOUR DAY!A Message f rom Grace Presby ter y ’s  Inter im Genera l  Presby ter 

I wanted to share with you this wonderful note of encouragement that came from Rev. 
Dr. Steve in response to the winter crisis.  It is a message of hope.

Dear Grace Presbytery Community,

We have all been affected to varying degrees by the latest crisis of this polar vortex. We 
are dealing with great loss ─ loss of power, Internet, water, and connections with church, 
family members and friends.

Our lives have been disrupted. Some are depending on friends and family for basic needs. 
Some have utilized community warming centers. Many are dealing with burst water pipes 
and its effect on our homes and congregations. 

These are difficult and stressful times. It is important to remember that we, as 
Presbyterians, are part of the connectional Church. With the apostle Paul writing to the 
church at Corinth, we are firm and live by, “the body does not consist of one member but 
of many… if one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together with it.”

Ubuntu is a South African phrase and particularly significant right now. It means, “I am 
because we are.”  We are connected to one another. We are in this Good News together. I 
encourage us all to lean into each other, to pray for one another, and join with those who 
are working to put things back together again.  

Walking with you through the waters,
Steve Shive
Interim General Presbyter 

THEOLOGY ON TAP -   March 18  a t  7pm via  ZOOM
It is time to warm up a bit and enjoy good fellowship and conversation at Theology on 
Tap.  Bring your favorite beverage of choice and join us via ZOOM.

This Month we will be looking at a Graduation Speech that was delivered by author 
George Saunders at Syracuse University in 2013.  While it is not graduation season, his 
words are wonderfully appropriate for us in 2021.  The speech touches on some of the 
moments in his life and larger themes (in his life and work) focusing on the need for 
kindness and all the things working against our actually achieving it.  He focuses on the 
risk in focusing too much on “success.” 

If you would like to be part of the Theology on Tap meeting, send me an email and I will 
send you the reading and the ZOOM Code for our gathering. I hope you will Join us for a 
lively discussion and a connection with our sisters and brothers.   --Thom

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share 
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world, who continue 
to suffer from disasters, hunger and oppression.  Millions of people lack 
access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, 
and opportunity.

This offering supports three programs-  Presbyterian Disaster  
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development  
of People – which all work in different ways to serve individuals and 
communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing  
community development, their work fits together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, and hope.

This offering is taken during the season of Lent, and you can contribute by mailing a 
check to the church, dropping off a check in the drive up mailbox at the church, or 
through the online portal on the church website.  

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly on 
Sunday afternoons from  3-4 pm by 
Zoom.

 grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain to  
receive updates and prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing us. 

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or 
phone change?  We need your help to 

keep our membership records  
accurate.  Please let the church office 

know if you change your home address, 
email, cell phone, or if you replaced your 

land line with a cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, 

contact Sharon in the church office at 
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 

254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving is now available. Click 

HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up 

covered lane and drop  
it in the  mailbox. No need to get 

out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 

57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maddison.edds%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
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PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer
 10 am  MORNING worship service

         11 am  drive in service (no rain)

JOIN US ONLINE EACH WEEK:

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

A N  I N V I TAT I O N  F R O M  T H E  M I S S I O N S  C O M M I T T E E
Isaiah 41:13- “I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do not fear: I will help you.”

Do you have a heart for Missions and helping others? Have you ever thought, “I would like to do that.”  The Mission Committee 
would love to have you join us. We meet the 4th Sunday of each month via Zoom. When we get back to in-person worship, then the  
meeting will be after the second service. The Session has tasked the committee to prayerfully review and make recommendations 
to the Session for mission funding. Perhaps being on the committee is not your interest;however, you may have an organization or 
project you would like to receive funding from church Missions. The committee would love to hear your suggestion. Your recom-
mendation can be made in person, or by email to Janice Smith(jmksmith5@gmail.com), chair or Eric Peterson (eric@gpctemple.
org), clergy representative. GPC Missions have funded organizations and people internationally, nationally, and locally. The funds 
come from you with your church giving as well as from the Lucille Yuen Endowment fund. We do not always fund the same groups. 
Listed are some we have funded in the past:

This list is not complete, but it will give you a good idea of some of the funding done in the past. In the future we will continue to 
meet the needs of others as best we can.  Your help and support will be greatly appreciated. We are a happy bunch of people, so 
come join us. 

INTERNATIONALLY   
Living Waters for the World 
Bush County Ministries of Australia  
Paul Both, missionary to South Sudan  
Sharon Bryant, missionary to Thailand   
Presbyterian Missions
Feed and Serve in Nicaragua    

LOCAL
Ralph Wilson Youth Club
Family Promise
Meals on Wheels
CTLC
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and 
Services
The Un-Included Club
Body of Christ Dental Clinic
St. Vincent DePaul Food Bank
Central TX Food Bank
Families in Crisis
Feed My Sheep
Temple Community Free Clinic

NATIONAL
Presbyterian Disaster Relief
Pan American School
University of the Ozarks
Hurricane relief mission

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:jmksmith5%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:eric%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:eric%40gpctemple.org?subject=

